This past year has been one of substantial change and significant accomplishment for the Association of College and Research Libraries. Major changes include the resignation of the executive secretary and the appointment of her replacement, the resignation of the editor of Choice, and the establishment of a new section. Among many important accomplishments were the publication of several guidelines statements and the addition of two new chapters.
In January, Executive Secretary Beverly P. Lynch left ACRL to become university librarian at the University of Illinois at Chicago Circle. Under her dynamic leadership, ACRL was able to expand and improve its programs in spite of increasingly severe budgetary constraints. The association will be forever indebted to her. A search committee was appointed to assume the difficult task of finding a successor who could maintain the high standards ACRL members have come to expect. At the Midwinter Meet ing, Julie A. Virgo, director of education at the Medical Library Association, received the unan imous and enthusiastic endorsement of the search committee. She assumed her new posi tion as ACRL executive secretary on April 4.
At midyear, Richard K. Gardner announced his resignation as editor of Choice‚ effective June 1, to accept a full professorship at the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at UCLA. In January, a committee chaired by Beverly Lynch was appointed to search for a successor. Dr. Gardner served as editor of Choice for two separate terms totaling eight years. During his tenure he developed Choice into a very important review journal, highly respected and valued not only by aca demic librarians but also by those in all other areas of librarianship. His contribution to the profession through Choice is outstanding.
At the recommendation of the ACRL Biblio graphic Instruction Task Force and in response to mounting membership interest, the ACRL Bibliographic Instruction Section was estab lished at Midwinter. In order to make prelim inary plans and to develop a temporary organi zational structure without delay, a steering committee-headed by Mimi Dudley, associate librarian, College Library, UCLA-was ap pointed immediately after Midwinter. The com mittee was charged with determining the organizational structure of the section, appoint ing a nominating committee to nominate candi dates for the 1978 elections, establishing pro visional committees, and providing for the smooth operation of the section during its first year of existence. The section will replace the Bibliographic Instruction Task Force and will be responsible for, among other things, the de velopment of policy statements on bibliographic instruction, the sponsorship of programs at con ferences, and cooperation with other groups in areas of mutual interest.
ACRL publications continue to be among the division's most important and appreciated pro W hen A CRL expressed its desire to assume full responsibility for Choice, A LA Executive Director Robert W edge worth appointed an ad hoc committee to study the question. The study team, chaired b y Thomas J. Galvin, dean, Graduate School o f Library and Information Science, University of Pittsburgh, presented a masterfully written report recommending that A C R L be assigned managerial, fiscal, and edi torial responsibility for Choice. The report, which stipulates that an adequate reserve fund be created to accommodate fluctuations in in com e and expenses and that deficit financing be avoided, provides a general policy frame work for the administrative and fiscal manage ment o f the magazine.
At the 1977 Midwinter Meeting, tw o new A C R L chapters were given official recognition by the Board of Directors: the Academic and
T o celebrate its fortieth anniversary, ACRL will join with its N ew England chapter to host a national professional conference in Boston in November 1978. The conference will give aca dem ic librarians an opportunity to discuss issues and problems without the distraction of busi ness and committee meetings. The A C R L Subcomm ittee on Goals, Pri orities, and Structures, chaired b y L e M oyne W . Anderson, director o f libraries, Colorado State University, is com pleting a monumental three-year study w hich has attempted to de v elop an organizational structure for A C R L that can respond both to the w elfare o f the profes sion and to the issues o f library services in the changing environment o f academ ic libraries. T he subcom m ittee's semifinal draft report pro poses a radical restructuring o f the association, better to m eet changing needs. During the com ing year, the report w ill be given careful study. Implementation o f any or all o f the report's recommendations will be subject to A C R L Board approval.
In an attempt to increase mem bership in the association, the chairperson o f A C R L 's M em bership Com mittee, Thomas H. Cahalan, as sistant librarian for acquisitions, Northeastern University, has developed a prom otional net work com prising regional and state representa tives throughout the United States and Can ada. It is h oped that w orking through regional groups and chapters will stimulate increased in terest in A C R L and its programs. Special bro chures have been developed for use in state and regional meetings, and their effectiveness will be evaluated to determine the best ways to reach potential members.
The specialized interests o f A C R L 's com m it tees and sections are so diverse and w ide-rang ing that space does not permit adequate report ing o f all o f them. All have served their constituencies w ell and have continued to make important contributions to their areas o f special interest as w ell as to the association. T he suc cess o f A C R L 's programs and their im pact on the profession are directly attributable to the com bined energy, talent, and dedication of A C R L officers and com mittee members.
The association m ourned the tragic loss o f its immediate past president, Louise Giles. She had been an unusually active and productive participant in A C R L and A L A affairs, and her absence will be keenly felt for many years.
Yale Center for British Art Opened
A new museum and study center-the Yale Center for British Art-was officially opened to the pu blic April 19 in N ew Haven.
The gift o f Paul M ellon (Y ale class o f 1 9 2 9), the center will house M ellon's unrivaled collec tion o f British paintings, drawings, prints, and rare books. T he center w ill offer reference ma terial for advanced research in the field o f Brit ish art; classrooms; and other facilities for a broad program o f activities in British studies.
T he addition o f the M ellon collection to the university's already extensive holdings o f E ng lish books and autograph letters makes Yale a leading institution for the study o f British art and culture outside o f England.
The center is the final building designed b y the late Louis I. Kahn (1 9 0 1 -7 4 ), internation ally distinguished architect, w ho also designed the Yale University Art Gallery (1 9 5 1 -5 3 ) and the Kimbell Museum in Fort W orth, Texas
T he referen ce library is located on the second floor, with a ph oto graphic archive and storage stacks housed on th e m ezzanine above.
